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DETAILED ACTION 

The Group and/or Art Unit location of your application in 
the PTO has changed. To aid in correlating any papers for this 
application, all further correspondence regarding this 
application should be directed to Group Art Unit 2169. 

Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments with respect to amended claims 13-24 
have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground (s) 
of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms 
the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the claims 
under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various claims 

to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out the 

invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 
U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

2. Claims 13-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over the combination of Tsumagari et al . (US 
6,480,669) and Boreczky et al.(US 6,366,296), as applied and 
further in view of Browne et al . (WO 92/22983). 



Regarding newly amended claims 13-24, have been further 
amended to further recite , claims 13 and 19: 

o simultaneous recording video and/or audio and 
reproducing the video and/or audio; 



and 
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o 



list of videos or audios recorded NOT YET REPRODUCED. 



The examiner cites Browne 

o SEE Fig 6, Viewed ATTRIBUTE Index Information, 

indicating VIEWED OR REPRODUCED, ALSO SEE FIG. 3, 
RECORDING ERASURE SCHEMES, OLDEST - VIEWED is also 
identified by the system during recording and 

o the system is also adapted for any of: 



Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled 



in the art at the time of the invention to modify Tsiamagari in 
view of Boreczky to include, listing information for videos 
recorded NOT YET REPRODUCED and adapt the system to perform R 
& R simultaneously, as taught by Browne, the listing of viewed 
or reproduced or not for informative purposes to users is 
assistive to determine new vs. viewed programs and also the 
ability to perform R & R allows for a higher level of 
functionality to allow for rendering, during recording each 
feature enhances the overall Video device, as is deemed 
obvious to those skilled in the art. 



Regarding claims 13 and 19, Tsumagari discloses and meets 
the limitations associated with a video recording/reproducing 
method and apparatus capable of recording to a medium and 
reproducing video from the medium comprising: 



recording video or audio signals and ID signals (see 
Fig. 27) indicating the content of the video and audio 
signals, into a recording medium (Fig. 26, PGl & PG2, 
Fig. 29, TV tuner, A & V signal) ; 

list generating a title lists (Figs. 35, 39, 45, 48 
and Figs. 26, 29, 32, 34, 36, 37, 44, 47, 51-53, also 
see col. 29, lines 18 to col. 33) of videos or audios 
recorded in the recording medium using the ID signals 
(Fig. 17, USER DEFINED PGC sequence and Fig. 27); and 



o 



o 



simultaneous R & R 

simultaneous recording plural, as well as 
reproduction (see pages 2, 3), as taught by 
Browne . 
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reproducing one or more videos or audios in the title 
list and reproduces sequentially part of each video or 
audio (see user defined chains, PGC videos/sections of 
video, see Fig. 27, PLAY LIST #1 comprises parts of 
program 1 and parts of program 3, that is play list # 
1, also see #2 play list parts of 2 & 4) . 



Regarding claims 13-24, claim 13 etc., further recite: 

o non-user generated content and that reproducing 
automatically sequentially part of each audio or video, being 
an introduction playback mode (PART OF, any portion) , based on 
the above Tsumagari fails to anticipate the claims as amended. 

The examiner cites, Boreczky, which teaches, col. 2, 
automatic preview or an introduction playback mode for 
recorded material, as taught by Boreczky, wherein user can 
browse by system automatic preview mode. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the 
art at the time of the invention to modify Tsiamagari by 
incorporating automatic playback sequence generation, 
providing browsing capability to preview recorded materials to 
provide automatic creation of introduction playback modes or 
sequences, of recorded content of Tsumagari, as taught by 
Boreczky in order to automate playback sequence generation. 



Regarding claim 14, Tsumagari discloses and meets the 
limitations associated with 

o sorting audio or video titles in order of: 
o date (Fig. 35, col. 30, lines 54-56); or 
o title; or 

o classification (reads on user defined play list 
and/or based on an attribute, such as Fig. 35, 
sorted by, "MARK REC DATE"); or 
o recording in response to a received user 
indication (col. 29, line 65 to col. 30, line 4, Fig. 35, 
see time column, increasing time, also see Mark Rec Dates 
with time, in sequence 1st- { 99 . 01 . 02 16:00}, 2nd- { 99 . 01 . 03 
14:00} and 3rd- { 99 . 01 . 03 15:00), also see attribute column. 
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"USER", user dictated entry points, being bookmarks (col. 
29, line 66 to col. 30, line 7, "pause", creates bookmarks, 
user interaction) . 

The scope of claim 14 deems that only one limitation 
is required to meet the claim. 

Regarding claim 15, Tsumagari discloses and meets the 
limitation of sorting the titles of the recorded video or 
audio that have been automatically recorded by a timer 
(either met by a recording timer for events {col. 25, lines 
54-60, "TIMER RECORDING", and/or col. 27, lines 10-15, 
"TIMER PLAYBACK" and/or col. 29, lines 25-55 ....} or timer 
entry point generation, see Menu Fig. 35 and Play lists) . 

The user can change the order by PGC ordering (PLAY 
LIST) and the system includes a timer (col. 29, lines 17- 
20, "entry point at time intervals" or col. 27, lines 11- 
15, "timer". Fig. 35) . 

Regarding claim 17, Tsumagari discloses and meets the 
limitation of receiving a user indication of sorting the 
video or audio titles and sorting in accordance as users 
desires (Fig. 27, user created play lists of parts of 
multi-media material (video w/audio) recorded to the 
medium) ; and providing the sorted title list to the user 
(met by rendering the play list with the system or 
playback. Fig. 29, "48") . 

Regarding claim 18, Tsumagari discloses and meets the 
limitation of having thumbnail images for titles sorted 
(see Fig. 35, menu of titles/programs, having, "THUMBNAIL", 
images for each title) . 

Regarding claims 16 and 22, Tsumagari discloses and 
meets the limitation of user created play list of parts of 
multimedia and reproducing in accordance with parts that 
can be any portions of the video or audio material (Fig. 
27) . 

Since the system is adapted to allow users can pick 
any parts of the titles to create desired a play back 
sequences {parts of title/program materials, play list. 
Fig. 27}, the examiner renders it obvious to create a 
sequence of parts corresponding to beginning parts of video 
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or audio in the recorded titles/programs recorded to the 
medium, as an introduction playback sequence, which is a 
preview sequence operation of recorded material, the 
sequence showing what is recorded in a sequence of 
beginning section of recorded programs. 

To reinforce the examiner's position of obviousness, 
since applicant Tsumagari had not specifically stated the 
idea of a sequence having beginning portions or parts of 
selected videos and audios or user generating, "AN 
INTRODUCTION PLAYBACK", in Fig. 27, Tsumagari suggests this 
operation, 

see PLAYLIST #1, "having a beginning Part of 
Program 1"; and "having a beginning Part of Program 
#3". 

Therefore, it is deemed obvious if not inherent, that users 
with Tsiamagari in front of themselves, can create " INTRODUCTIOON 
PLAYBACK SEQUENCES", corresponding to BEGINNING PARTS OF 
RECORDED multimedia, in view of Fig. 27 and what is deemed 
obvious to those skilled in the art. 

Upon user selection of an introduction playback being a 
predetermined amount of time corresponding to a beginning parts 
of the titles/programs recorded. 

The system allows users to create sequential reproduction of 
parts that can be the beginning parts as desired as is obvious 
of not met by the applied art. 

Claims 20, 21 and 23-24 are analyzed and discussed with 
respect to Tsiamagari supra. 



Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications should be directed to the examiner of record 
Vincent F. Boccio whose telephone number is (571) 272-7373. 

The examiner can normally be reached on between Monday- 
Thursday between (7:30 AM to 5:00 PM) . 



Application/Control Number: 09/905,063 
Art Unit: 2169 



Page 7 



If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Mohammad All, can be 
reached on (571) 272-4105. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may 
be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is 
available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system: 

"http : //portal . uspto . gov/ external /portal /pair" 

Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217- 
9197 (toll-free) . 

If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, 
call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Vincent F. Boccio/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2169 



